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The Thermal Flyer is a 
monthly publication of the 
Arizona Hang Glider Assn. 
We are dedicated to the 
safety and improvement of 
foot launched  unpowered  
ultralight aircraft. 
Membership dues to the 
AHGA are: $35.00 full 
membership for active pi-
lots, $25.00 full member-
ship for  Beginner and In-
termediate rated pilots. 
$10.00 for Associate mem-
bers. Associate members 
do not have voting privi-
leges. 
 
President : Mark Warfel 
Vice Prez: Kris Thomsen 
Sec/Tres : Alicia Webb 
Flight Director/Editor:            
Jerry Dalen 
Web Master: Gill Couto 
Insured sites  
Shaw Butte: Dave Smith 
602 997-7856 
South Mtn. : Dustin Martin 
602 369-0113 
Oatman Mt.: Al Torrisi 
480 491-9366 
Mingus Mt : Tim Costello 
928 634-7411 
Mt. Elden : Andy Rock-
hold   928 525-2657 
 
Meetings are held the sec-
ond Tuesday of each 
month at Peter Piper Pizza 
at Metrocenter except as 
noted. 7:30 p.m. 
 
Visit us on the web at: 
www.ahga.org 
 
Please send contributions 
to the Thermal Flyer to: 
 jdalen@sprintmail.com or 
to AHGA P.O. Box 39013 
Phoenix, AZ 85069 
Send your web site contri-
butions to gcouto@cox.net 

AHGA Meets 
9/9/2003 

Peter Piper 

August Meeting Notes 
By Kris Thomsen 
 

Preservation Fund. There is a possibility of 
more funds if we can come up with another 
$5,000.00. It was noted that several people 
have already been very generous to the Min-
gus fund, but the bottom line is we need more 
money. Your suggestions for fund raising are 
more than welcome. Site Reviews: It seems 
that the Apache Maid launch is overgrown 
with shrubs and the like. No word if local 
approval is needed to clear the brush. Shaw 
Butte has been too hot for most. No report. 
South Mountain has been flown with good 
results by Dustin and visiting pilot Mark 
Forbes. Yarnell has been awesome as usual. 
No report on Oatman or the Craters. The 
Aubrey Cliffs report glass off conditions the 
past two weeks. Eagle nominees: Dan for a 
tandem flight, Russ for a 2 hr. flight at Yar-
nell?, and Hal for beating Dustin at the Min-
gus fly-in. Congrats Russ. Turkey  was unani-
mous to Paul Yunker for his insistence in not 
taking a steel caribiner that was offered to 
him and using an aluminum one instead to fly 
with. Driver award to Carol Major and Russ 
won the raffle. A High Energy skid plate and 
zipper pull. Meeting adjourned at some un-
known hour.   

President Mark opened the meeting under the 
cool pines around 7:45 p.m. with about a dozen 
members present. Since the site of the meeting 
was on top of Mingus Mountain, the main topic 
of discussion for the evening was the camp-
ground. It was reported that even though the 
launch looked socked in for most of the day, a 
couple of pilots ventured off the hill earlier in 
the day. Tim Costello informed the club that the 
archeological study has been completed, and  
The ecological study is in the works. Tim also 
suggested that the club focus on the construc-
tion of the outhouse now that the rough frame-
work for the road and camping spurs has been 
defined. We need a plan for the bathroom that 
we can submit to the Forest Service for their 
approval. If anyone has such plans be sure to 
contact Tim or one of the club officers. As Tim 
was waxing eloquent on the subject, a familiar 
orange globe came into site which put a tempo-
rary hold on the proceedings. Seems as though 
Mars was a major player that night, and along 
with the Moon made a spectacular site. Yes. It 
was the place to be for outdoor splendor. 
There was talk of asking members for monetary 
donations to continue with the matching contri-
butions we have received from the USHGA Site 

Presidents Corner  
By Mark Warfel 

Greetings fellow fliers, 
First of all I’d like to thank all of you central 
Arizona pilots for coming to the AHGA meet-
ing at Mingus Mtn. last month. It was one of the 
most pleasurable meetings I’ve ever attended. 
The only thing missing were the Phoenix area 
pilots. 
We used the opportunity to discuss the future 
campground and the things we need to focus 
on. The consensus was that we need to install 
the restroom, a.k.a. the Mingus Relief Fund, 
ASAP. Sound easy? 
Well, here’s the deal. 
We need to submit a 
plan to the Forest 
Service for approval 
before we can begin 
the work. Any volun-
teers for drawing up 
the blueprint? 
We also discussed the grant from the USHGA, 
and the need for us to expend the funds we have 
in order to be eligible to receive another grant 
next year. What this means is we need to take 
action now! If you have the ability to draw up a 
plan for a bathroom, please contact me or any 

of the other officers, and we’ ll give you the 
specs you’ ll need for your plan. 
In other matters, we will be having our annual 
officer elections at the September meeting. 
Please come and volunteer for your club. 
Jerry tells me we need a new Secretary/
Treasurer, so if any of you have a home com-
puter and would like to take on this thankless 
job, come to the meeting and get voted in. 
One thing I should talk about is the flying 
that’s been going on in our state. I haven’ t 
seen any real long cross-country flights sub-
mitted, but we’ve been having a pretty good 
season at Mingus and Yarnell. I even man-
aged to get some of that sweet air at Mingus a 
couple of weeks ago. What I didn’ t get to do 
was be filmed launching and landing. This is 
a great tool for all of us, and I would recom-
mend everyone trying to get their launch and 
landing filmed and critiqued by the entire 
hang gliding community. You may not like 
the feedback, but it just could save you some 
broken aluminum or worse.  
Gotta go now and dream up the perfect out-
house! See you at the meeting. 
                                           Your Prez 
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The next time you' re on a cross-country flight over our great state of Arizona, take a look down at the ground. You may see a 
piece of history if you look close enough.  

Echeverria Field started out in 1940 as a AAF contract glider pilot school dur-
ing WW2, operated by the Arizona Gliding Academy & the Claiborne Flight 
Academy.  It later became a primary flight training school, for powered air-
craft. It was depicted as an auxiliary airfield labeled "Wickenburg" on the 
1943 Phoenix Sectional Chart. The 1949 Phoenix Sectional Chart (according 
to Chris Kennedy) described Wickenburg as having a 4,500© hard-surface run-
way. Military use of the airfield ended in 1950. Echeverria Field was not de-
picted at all on the 1956 Prescott Sectional Chart or the 1958 Phoenix Sec-
tional Chart. In the post-WW2 era it went on to a number of uses including 
being a prison & housing migrant workers. At some point after 1956, it was 
reused as the municipal airport for the town of Wickenburg (located 17 miles 
east) until a new field was built closer to town.  It was listed among active air-
ports in the 1962 AOPA Airport Directory, with a single clay runway. The 
field is depicted as "Wickenburg" Airport on the 1969 USGS topo map, but 
only as "Landing Strip" on the 1980 & 1990 USGS topo maps. No public-use 

airfield at the location was listed in the 1989 Airport/Facility Directory . The airfield consists of a 6,000© unpaved Runway 3/21, 
along with the shorter east/west runway, the remains of which are barely perceptible, extending into the desert to the east from the 
southern end of the main runway. There can also be seen the evidence of an original 2,500© square landing mat area situated un-
derneath the northeast portion of the main runway, along with a northwest/southeast runway. As of the mid-1990s, one of the 
original barracks buildings was still standing, but it has since been torn down. Since then, the only remaining buildings are the 
main hangar & two outlying buildings. It is currently listed as an active public-use airport, under the name of Forepaugh Airport. 
Only a 4,700© length of Runway 3/21 is listed as available. The Civil Air Patrol has proposed building a training facility at the 
airfield, plans which would include restoration of some of the airfield©s historic buildings. 

The date of construction of this abandoned airfield is unknown. It was apparently built as one of the Civil Aeronautic Administra-
tion©s network of emergency landing fields, built across the country to provide alternate landing sites for airmail & airline flights. 

The earliest reference to this airfield, which has been lo-
cated, is the 1944 US Army/Navy Directory of Airfields. 
It described "Salome Site 27B" as an intermediate field 
along the Los Angeles - Phoenix airway, having a 4,100© 
runway. The Aerodromes table on the 1956 Phoenix Sec-
tional Chart described "Salome CAA Site 27B" as having 
2 bare runways, with the longest being 4,140©, along with 
the note, "Closed until further notice unsafe". It was also 
described as "Closed" on the 1958 Phoenix Sectional 
Chart. By the time of the 1964 Phoenix Sectional Chart, 
the Salome CAA airfield was no longer depicted at all. 
The Salome Site 27B Airfield was depicted as an aban-
doned airfield on the 1998 Sectional Chart. Both run-
ways of the airfield were depicted on the 1980 USGS 
topo map, labeled "Landing Field", while the 1990 
USGS topo map labeled the site as "Salome Field". As it 
existed in the above 1997 aerial photo, the Salome Air-
field consisted of a 4,000© east/west runway, along with a 
shorter north/south runway. It is not apparent whether the 
field was ever paved, or merely well graded dirt strips. 
There do not appear to be any signs of there having been 
any hangars or other structures at the airfield. The Sa-
lome Airfield is located two miles south of Interstate 10, 
ten miles west of Centennial, AZ. 

In 1927, former WW1 Army flyer, entrepreneur & promoter Parker Van 
Zandt created a runway across a northern Arizona meadow at a place 
called Red Butte, built a hangar, and launched the first commercial air 
tours over the nearby Grand Canyon. His Scenic Airways was bankrolled 
by some of the biggest names in American business (such as Henry 
Ford). Its first flights carried National Park Service & Fred Harvey Com-
pany officials over the Canyon in a Stinson Detroiter. Scenic Airways 
flew its first paying sightseers over the Grand Canyon in April 1928, a 
month later bringing online the first of more than a dozen AT-4 & AT-5 
Tri-Motors purchased from the Ford Motor Company. In addition to a 
large hangar at Red Butte, 4 cottages & a Great House were built. The 

Great House was of the same quality as the El Tovar Lodge. The onset of the Great Depression spelled the end for overextended 
Scenic Airways. By 1930, Scenic' s assets, including the Red Butte Airport & its maintenance hangar, along with 17 aircraft had 
been sold off. A group headed by one Jack Thornburg bought the Canyon tour operation & reopened the Red Butte airport for the 
1931 summer season, flying as Grand Canyon Air Lines using a three-engine Bach & a Curtiss Robin. From 1931 onward - ex-
cept for WW2 when pleasure flying was suspended. The aerial tour service has operated from the South Rim under several names. 
In the mid-1930s the airline enjoyed a symbiotic relationship with Transcontinental & Western Air, 
with side trips to the Canyon from TWA stops at Winslow, AZ, to the Red Butte field via Ford Ti-Motor. The Airport Directory 
Company©s 1937 Airports Directory described "Grand Canyon Airport" as having two sod landing strips, 
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Upcoming  
Events 
 
 
 
Paragliding U.S. Nationals 
Hosted by the Telluride Air Force at 
Gold Hill, Telluride, CO. September 
16th –20th.  Word is a few Arizona 
pilots are heading up to Colorado to 
sample some of the sweet fall air. 
Contact Scott McLowry at 970 369-
4696 if you' re interested in signing 
up for the  contest. Call Mark Warfel 
if you want to go have some fun.  
 
Verde River  Days 
Once again Tim Costello has volun-
teered to host the umpteenth annual 
Verde River Daze Fly-in. See article 
below. 
 
New Mexico Fly-in 
Contact Bill Lemon at 505 899-2701 
or pbpjlemon@aol.com for details. 
Come to scenic New Mexico and fly 
the famous Sandia Peak. September  
27th and 28th. 
 
ParaGliding XC/Thermal 
clinics 
Dixon' s Airplay School in Arizona is 
offering XC and Thermal soaring 
clinics. September 20th-22nd, 23rd-
25th, and 26th-28th. Contact 
dixon@paraglide.com or 928 526-
4579 for details. 
 
Arizona Demo Days Re-
scheduled!!!!!!! 
Demo Days has been rescheduled for 
October 18th and 19th due to con-
flicting events. Call Shawn at 602 
504-9289 for details. 
 
ParaGliding Lake Powell 
Deluxe maneuvers (SIV) clinic with 
Ken Hudonjorgenson of  Two-can 
Fly Paragliding. Call 801 572-3414 
or khudonj@qwest.net,  www.
twocanfly.com 
 
Oatman Mountain Goodwill 
Fly-in 
October 25th will be the date for the 
Oatman Fly-in.  Bring your new 
glider that you bought at Demo Daze 
and win the modified bomb drop 
contest pioneered last year by Travis 
Olroyd!  

with the longest being an 8,000© northeast/southwest runway. The aerial photo in the di-
rectory depicted a single hangar along the west side of the field, as well as a total of 12 
aircraft parked on the field. Things hummed along until WW2. 
Only military flights flew out of the Red Butte Airfield from 1942-45. It was depicted as 
Grand Canyon Airport on the 1949 Prescott Sectional Chart. In 1951 civil aviation be-
gan again at Red Butte with the Hudgins brothers. The Aerodromes table on the 1956 
Prescott Sectional Chart described "Grand Canyon (South Rim)" as having two unpaved 
runways, with the longest being 6,000©. Since 1957, the airline service at the field has 
been called Grand Canyon Airlines, Inc. GCA moved to the new larger Grand Canyon 
Airport (13 miles to the northwest) when it opened in 1967. 
Red Butte Airport presumably closed at that point. All of the structures at the Red Butte 
Airport (the hangar, 4 cottages & the Great House) either burned down or were taken 
down by the 1970s. At the site of Red Butte Airport, the 1980 USGS topo map depicts 
two 4,500© runways (oriented northeast/southwest & northwest/southeast), labeled simply 
"Landing Field". It also depicts the oval driveway (west of the runways) of the former 
airport terminal. The airfield is not depicted at all on the 1970 or 1979 topo maps of the 
same location. The current status & ownership of the property is unknown. The airfield 
is located two miles east of Route 180, 11 miles south of Tusayan, AZ. 

This was apparently built as one 
of the Civil Aeronautic Admini-
stration©s network of emergency 
landing fields. The Tonopah 
CAA airfield sat along the route 
from Phoenix to Blythe, CA. 
The date of construction of the 
airfield is unknown. The earliest 
depiction of the Tonopah CAA 
airfield which has been located 
is on the 1943 Phoenix Sectional 
Chart. It was apparently aban-
doned at some point between 
1943-49, it was not depicted at 
all on the 1949 Phoenix Sec-
tional Chart. Although the air-
field itself was not depicted, the 
1956 Phoenix Sectional Chart 
depicted a rotating airway bea-
con with course lights at the 
same location. It was still de-
picted as "Landing Strip" on the 
1988 & 1990 USGS topo maps. 
As it exists in the above 1997 aerial photo, the Tonopah Airfield consists of a single 
3,000© runway. 
It appears to not have been originally paved, but just a graded dirt strip. There do not 
appear to have been any hangars or other structures at the airfield. The airfield is located 
between 387th Avenue & 395th Avenue, four miles northeast of Tonopah, AZ. 

15th Annual Verde River  Daze Fly-in 
By Tim Costello 

Hard to believe it©s September and time for the Verde River Daze outing at Mingus --- 
Saturday September 27, 2003.  Equally hard to believe is that we have been flying into 
the Cottonwood Community event for 15 years.   Our record is 13 out of 15 with two 
blowouts.  This is a fun comp to raise a few bucks for the Mingus Relief Fund; the entry 
fee is a donation.  There are pretty decent cash prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place in the 
fabled "combined event" --- spot and bomb drop.  This will be the last outing to the field 
just west of the intersection of Riverfront Road and N. 10th Street.  It will be encum-
bered by ballfields with fences and lights by next year.  Fortunately, there is more open 
land to the west owned by Cottonwood for the 2004 event. Pilot meeting in the AM, 
about 10:00 at launch. 
                                                                                                              Tim Costello  



03/31/2003 Jim French  
08/31/2003 Rik Fritz  
09/30/2003 Mick. Gainer  
04/30/2003 Bob Herndon  
08/31/2003 Chad Koester  
12/31/2003 Brad Lindsay  
06/30/2003 Lisa Lippincott  
11/30/2003 John Lundgren  
09/30/2003 Roone Maier  
09/30/2003 Dustin Martin  
09/30/2003 Kevin J. McConnon  
05/31/2003 Jim Minnis  
05/31/2003 Harlan Mitchell  
09/30/2003 Jenifer Moore  
09/30/2003 Shawn Morris  
03/31/2003 Todd Neville  
05/31/2003 Travis Olroyd  
05/31/2003 Todd Peterson  
10/31/2003 Jeff Reynolds  

09/30/2003 Jim Afinowich  
09/30/2003 John Ainlay  
10/31/2003 R. Michael Alvey  
09/30/2003 Steve Aycock  
08/31/2003 Eric Bahr  
05/30/2003 Mike Bower  
09/30/2003 Gary Brown  
05/31/2003 Randy Buell  
08/31/2003 Corey Burk  
08/31/2003 Scott Campbell  
05/31/2003 Vince Clemens  
08/31/2003 Ray Collins  
05/31/2003 Bill Comstock  
10/31/2003 Tim Costello  
08/31/2003 Guillermo Couto  
10/31/2003 Susan Crutcher  
11/30/2003 Stuart A. Davis  
06/30/2003 Michael Farmer  
09/30/2003 Mark Forbes  

Classifieds 
 
For Sale: RamAir  146 Former AZ X/C record holder. Very good con-
dition. Eric Bahr 623 873-2147 
 
For Sale: Mosquito powered hang glider harness. Updated with the 
latest mods. Eric Bahr 623 873-2147 
 
For Sale: HPAT 145 Good condition. $500.00 OBO Craig Thompson 
303 466-5855   ***  Look!!!! Lower price, was $800 ****  
 
For Sale: WW XC 155 Great condition, custom sail with silhouette of 
eagle dominating underside, can ship or deliver to Flagstaff. $1200.00 
Also High Energy Tracer  harness, silver/pink, great condition, very 
comfortable, fits about 5' 8”  to 5' 11” , $300.00 Paul Diegel 801 274-
8382 (Utah) 
 
For Sale: K lassic 144 Good condition. Excellent thermalling glider. 
$1200 OBO Call Hal at 928 776-8842 
 
For Sale: 177 L ite Mystic VG $200.00 Call Travis 480 205-8792 
 
 
 

 
Keep informed! Voice your  opinion! Use the Ar izona hang glid-
ing news group! 
E-mail addresses for  the list: 
 
Subscribe: az-hang-gliding-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
Unsubscribe: az-hang-gliding-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com 
Post message: az-hang-gliding@yahoogroups.com 
List owner: az-hang-gliding-owner@yahoogroups.com 
List owner: jhoiby@hoiby.com, James Hoiby 
 
For Sale: Pod harness with chute, helmet, and various assorted stuff. Contact Bob 
Thompson 602 938-9550 (This is Han' s equipment that Bob is selling for Meng.) 
 
For Sale: Fusion 150-2000 model. Excellent condition, low hours, red/blue. High-
Energy harness  with FREE!!! Suunto Compass watch, make best offers. 602 750-
0798 Ray Pine  thepines@cox.net 
 
For Sale: WW XC 155 Great condition. Excellent flying and handling. $1000  Z4 
harness with older style parachute. $250.00 Keith Evert 623 825-8536 
 
For Sale: Sensor  510B Model hang glider. Still flies great but no room in garage. 
Any reasonable offer accepted. Dave Smith 602 997-7856 

6 Months Expired 3 Months Renew 

10/31/2003 Andy Rockhold  
06/30/2003 Laura Salamone-
Maiden  
11/30/2003 Frank Schwab  
03/31/2003 Steven Scott  
11/30/2003 Kim Shipek  
04/30/2003 Scott Sindelar  
09/30/2003 David Smith  
06/30/2003 Bob Stout  
03/31/2003 Alfred W. Torrisi  
09/30/2003 Jim Whitelaw  
06/30/2003 Paul Witcomb  
03/31/2003 Roger Witt  
 

AHGA 
P.O. Box 39013 
Phoenix, AZ 85069 
 

Marshall Poole in the launch line at Mingus Mountain. Photo by jd 

 

Bucky the Vulture 
says, “Please pay 
your dues on time! 
You know how tasty 
DEAD beats are.º 


