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Arizona Hang Glider Assn.
We are dedicated to the
safety and improvement of
foot launched unpowered
ultralight aircraft.
Membership dues to the
AHGA are: $35.00 full
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ship for Beginner and In-
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leges.
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Oatman Mt.: Open
Mingus Mt : Tim Costello
928 634-7411

Mt. Elden : Andy Rock-
hold 928 525-2657

Meetings are held the sec-
ond Tuesday of each
month at Peter Piper Pizza
at Metrocenter except as
noted. 7:30 p.m.

Visit us on the web at:
www.ahga.org

Please send contributions
to the Thermal Flyer to:
jdalen@sprintmail.com or
to AHGA P.O. Box 39013
Phoenix, AZ 85069

Send your web site contri-
butions to gcouto@cox.net

Presidents Corner
By Mark Warfel

Dear paragliding and hang gliding fanatics.
When | say fanatics, I’'m talking about all you
pilots that were at Demo Days. This was our
best gathering of pilotsin the state of Arizona
that I’ve ever seen. | would like to thank every-
one who showed up to commit aviation, espe-
cialy Bill Lemon and Mike Aeed for treating
anyone who asked to tandem para-

gliding flights. These two guys spent

all day Saturday and Sunday going up

and down the hill to the delight of

their passengers. Thanks also to Todd

Peterson for another year of incredi-

bly good breakfasts on Saturday and

Sunday mornings. Wills Wing and

Moyes were well represented this year as usual,
and it wouldn't surprise me if next year we see

some paraglider dealers on the hill. Except for a

couple of blown launches and one scary land-
ing, the weekend was pretty much launch, land,
tear down, and head back up the hill. Every
time | looked around, smiles were the norm for
the event. The weather was pretty much perfect.
Nice temperatures and light winds made it great

October Meeting Notes
By Jerry Dalen

President Mark opened the meseting at 7:35 p.m.
with areminder to everyone that Demo Daze
was next weekend. Todd Peterson also called.
He was broken down on the road and couldn’t
make the meeting, but he wanted everyone to
know that he would be cooking breakfast Satur-
day and Sunday mornings.

A call for new faces revealed two hang glider
pilots. James Brooks, and Slade Weaver. Inre-
sponse to Bill Holmes' question of what’s your
most memorable flight so far, James told us of
his one hour plus soaring flight at Merriam Cra-
ter. Slade’s coolest flight was last month’s Ea-
gle winner. Getting to over 11k at Merriam and
flying downwind for anice little XC flight. Bill
also introduced the newly married couple Bob
and Sayra Pitts. Congratulations!

Kris Thomsen told us that the E-teamers from
Elsinore had made the trek to Mingus recently.
After Kristold them of our campground plans,
they gave us a $20.00 donation to the fund.
Thanksfellas! Speaking of donations, Brad
Lindsay was immediately nominated for the
Eagle award for his contribution of $250.00
towards the Mingus Relief Fund. Alright Brad!
We then proceeded to watch some take-offs and
landings videotaped by Jerry Dalen. Brad also
brought some dlides from arecent trip to Tellu-
ride. The movies ended, and it was time to sell
some more raffle tickets. This month’s prize

for demo-ing the glider of your choice.
We had pilots from Michigan, New Mexico,
Washington State, California, Colorado, and
Arizona of course. It was great seeing old
friends and making new acquaintances. If |
had to guess, | would say there were around
150 people at Merriam at maximum occu-
pancy. All in all agreat success.
That being said, there were a few
things we could have done as aclub
to better accommodate the visiting
pilots. What I’ m thinking for next
year isthat we should definitely
have some bathroomsin the LZ and
campground. We could also set up a
guest signin log to get a good count of the
participants, and possibly be able to better
accommodate their needs next year. Finaly, a
nice T-shirt commemorating the event would
be a nice touch. If we can do these things next
year, we'll have another primo event we can
all be proud of. Thanks for coming, and |
hope to see you all next year. Your Prez,
Mark

was one of the new combination hang glid-
ing/paragliding calendars. A total of $34.00
was again contributed to the Mingus Fund.
Eagle nominations went to Brad Lindsay for
his donation and also for flying at Telluride
after along hiatus from foot launched flight,
and Dustin Martin for agreat flight at the
Verde River Days festivities. Eagle went to
Brad. The Turkey award was unanimously
voted to Mick Gainer for not wearing a hel-
met on aflight at the Craters. Mick wasn't at
the meeting to explain his actions, so we'll
have to include that info at alater date. Meet-
ing adjourned at 8:50 p.m. with atentative
OK for having the meeting at the Golden
Phoenix on 16th St. & Bethany Home Rd.

Dale Major steps into the sky. photo by Ellie Comstock
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The Year of the Hal — 15th Annual Verde River Days
By Tim Costello

The sight of 30 gliders set up on the top of Mingus was a colorful opening to the September 27, 2003, 15th An-
nual Verde River Days HG Contest. On tap were classic fall conditions. Blue sky and nice launch conditions
but the soaring potential was hit and miss. Nineteen pilots entered the contest, most being AHGA pilots or ex-
AZ pilots like Craig Thompson from Colorado. At the pilot meeting, the event judges, Marshall Poole, Paul
Witcomb, and Tim Costello explained the contest rules and gave the stump safety speech.

The contest landing field is as close to the Verde River Days event at Dead Horse Ranch State Park as we can
possible get. In similar form to the past 12 outings of this contest, about half the field of contestants does not
make it to the contest field due to sinking-out short. This year, twelve contestants made it to the contest field
where the fun begins. Of the 12, three pilots were disqualified for whacks. The remaining nine, who landed in
good form also had good bomb drops, were scored in the coveted Combined Event. The top prizes are for the
best combined score for abomb drop and a spot landing. The scores are the actual distance from the target in
feet. Thelowest total scorewins:

PILOT SPOT BOMB TOTAL
1% Hal Hayden, Litespeed 8 18 26

2" Mark Warfel, Extralite 10 17 27

3 Cory Burke, Mark IV 19 13 32

4™ Randy Buell, WW RamAir 24 85 325

5™ Gary Brown, Airwave Klassic 31 205 51.5

6™ Dale Major, Mark 1V 32 20 52

7™ Paul Witcomb, TRX 30 18 56

8" Craig Thompson, Laminar ST13 37 52 89

9" Marshal Poole, Super Sport 94 23 107

The awards ceremony was held at Su Casa Mexican Restaurant in Clarkdale. The restaurant quickly set us up
with atable for 30 in the back room. Admission to the contest was a donation to the Mingus Relief Fund. The
pilots who won cash prizes for 1% ($75.00), 2™ ($50.00) and 3™ ($25.00) in the Combined Event graciously do-
nated their winnings back to the Mingus Relief Fund! A $20.00 prize was also give for the best bomb drop to
Randy Buell. Following the lead of the Combined winners, Randy donated his cash prize to the Minus Relief
Fund. The Fund raised $330 through the event.

Thanks for participating and flying safe. Special thanks go to the flying judges, Paul Witcomb and Marshall
Poole, who ran the show in the contest field when | landed short at the airport.

Tim Costello. (Clockwise from upper left is Hal' s winning spot landing.) photos by Bill Comstock
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2003 Demo Days Huge Success (Again)
By Jerry Dalen

Another year, another round of Demo Days at the Craters. Thanks to Rob Kells of Wills Wing and Kraig Coomber of Moyes
Americafor each bringing atruckload of glidersto Arizona. High pressure was the weather condition for the weekend, with light
winds prevailing throughout. We didn't get to experience that killer Merriam Glass-off asin years past, but at least the winds were
mostly consistent in direction. Except for playing Merriam Go Round on Sunday morning, the action was consistently on the East
side of Merriam all weekend.

Breakfast at the flyers camp was supplied on Saturday and Sunday mornings once again by Todd Peterson with help from his
friend Cindy. The past few years we' ve come to expect alot from Todd on those crisp fall mornings, and he didn't disappoaint. A
breakfast buffet that had something for everyone was available, al expertly prepared. Thanks again Todd and Cindy.

From my own experience and from talking to other pilots, the “new” kingposted gliders were the ones most in demand by the
demo-ing hoard. Wills Wing's U2 and the Moyes LiteSport were constantly being set up, flown, and torn down in the LZ only to
be thrown on top of another vehicle for the trip back up the hill. It appeared to me that the U2 was the slight favorite between the
two, but | can say for certain that at least one pilot purchased a LiteSport, and the Wills truck looked quite a bit lighter as it
headed back to California. A huge THANKSto Rob and Kraig for their tireless efforts shuttling pilots and gliders up and down
the hill, and answering all of our questions, no matter how trivial.

Although the fly-in was a success in the eyes of most, there were a couple of things that should be addressed and hopefully cor-
rected for next year's event. First of al it was noted that we should rent a couple of port o potties. One for the campground and at
least one for the LZ.

Sunset nears. Looking North to the Painted Desert from Merriam Crater LZ.

The second thing was the parking situation. |' ve seen this scenario practically everywhere we land where there is aroad access.
Thefirst vehiclesto arrive at the LZ park in the designated spot, then the latecomers start spreading out down the road which is
usually ok until someone decides they want to park away from the crowd. Therein lies the problem. Instead of having a big huge
LZ with little or no obstructions you now have an LZ which requires a special sign off on your USHGA card. This should NOT be
happening at the Craters! Next year, or anytime in the future for that matter, if you see someone parking where there is potential
to close off the designated landing area, please say something to them.

The final subject that needs to be discussed is the road use. Now, I've been flying the Craters since 1984. | flew there and at Oat-
man pretty much exclusively for three years as those were the best available Hang |1 sites for me living in Phoenix. At that time,
there were quite a few more hang glider pilots living in Flagstaff, and when the road got bad, either one of the Flagstaff pilots or
someone else would take steps to repair the road. On occasion there would be ajoint venture between the AHGA and NASA to
repair the road. Always seemed to work out ok in the end. As you know, things are different now. Several years ago Dixon White
began flying and training paraglider pilots at the site. He recognized the need to keep the land intact and safe from development.
He initiated the purchase of several lots around both Merriam and Sheba craters, and created the Merriam/Sheba Crater Flight
Park. He has done the flying community a great service for which we all should be thankful for. Since that time, Dixon has taken
over the road maintenance, which IMHO is ok, since he does train students on the hills. | have to confess here and say that | have
no idea what the ratio of hang glider pilotsto paraglider pilots who use the roadsis. | do know that Dixon has relied mostly on the
paraglider pilots for funds for the preservation of the sites, and every year that we have Demo Days, we comein full bore and
make several trips up and down either one both hills. This of course taxes the fragile conditions of the roads, and after we're fin-
ished, there are usually repairs needed. This brings us to the cost of maintaining this true Arizona treasure. Dixon circulated a
flyer that suggested that if all the pilots flying would donate $20.00 per year, there would be ample funds to pay the taxes and
keep the roadsin shape. The AHGA donated $300.00 to the cause this year, but if the $20.00 suggestion were met, we as a club
would have contributed around $1200.00 if all or most of the active pilots were to contribute. Roughly one third of the annual cost
of maintaining the site. Does this arrangement sound right to you? Let us (club officers) know what you think. Flying sites are be-
ing swallowed up all across the country, let's make sure that somehow some way, the Craters survive.



Classifieds

For Sale: RamAir 146 Former AZ X/C record holder. Very good con-
dition. Eric Bahr 623 873-2147

For Sale: M osquito powered hang glider harness. Updated with the
latest mods. Eric Bahr 623 873-2147

For Sale: HPAT 145 Good condition. $500.00 OBO Craig Thompson
303 466-5855 *** Look!!!! Lower price, was $800 ****

For Salee WW XC 155 Great condition, custom sail with silhouette of
eagle dominating underside, can ship or deliver to Flagstaff. $1200.00
Also High Energy Tracer harness, silver/pink, great condition, very

Keep informed! Voice your opinion! Usethe Arizona hang glid-
ing news group!
E-mail addressesfor thelist:

Subscribe: az-hang-gliding-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
Unsubscribe: az-hang-gliding-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com
Post message: az-hang-gliding@yahoogroups.com

List owner: az-hang-gliding-owner@yahoogroups.com

List owner: jhoiby@hoiby.com, James Hoiby

For Sale: Pod har ness with chute, helmet, and various assorted stuff. Contact Bob
Thompson 602 938-9550 (Thisis Han's equipment that Bob is selling for Meng.)

For Salee WW XC 155 Grest condition. Excellent flying and handling. $1000 24
harness with older style parachute. $250.00 Keith Evert 623 825-8536

comfortable, fits about 5'8” to 5'11”, $300.00 Paul Diegel 801 274-

8382 (Utah)

For Sale: Sensor 510 A model. Moving and | don't have room in my garage for
four hang gliders. Any offer considered. Dave Smith 602 997-7856

For Sdle: 177 Lite Mystic VG $200.00 Wills Wing Eagle 180 Ten
flights. Like new condition $2200.00 Call Travis 480 205-8792

AHGA
P.O. Box 39013
Phoenix, AZ 85069

6 Months Expi red 3 Months Renew Taking advantage of the last bit of shade in the Ballpark LZ during the
Verde River Days Flyin. Photo by Bill Comstock

12/31/2002 Scott Buxton
12/31/2002 Mike Fleury
12/31/2002 Charles Sotomayor
01/31/2003 Edward Balow
01/31/2003 Dan Schroeder
02/28/2003 J. Devorak
03/31/2003 Jim French
03/31/2003 Todd Neville
04/30/2003 Scott Sindelar
05/31/2003 Vince Clemens
05/31/2003 Jim Minnis
05/31/2003 Harlan Mitchell
05/31/2003 Travis Olroyd
05/31/2003 Todd Peterson
06/30/2003 Michael Farmer
06/30/2003 Lisa Lippincott
06/30/2003 Baob Stout
08/31/2003 Eric Bahr
08/31/2003 Scott Campbell

08/31/2003 Ray Collins
08/31/2003 Rik Fritz
08/31/2003 Chad K oester
09/30/2003 John Ainlay
09/30/2003 Steve Aycock
09/30/2003 Gary Brown
09/30/2003 Mark Forbes
09/30/2003 Mick. Gainer
09/30/2003 Dustin Martin
09/30/2003 Kevin J. McConnon
09/30/2003 Jenifer Moore
09/30/2003 Shawn Morris
09/30/2003 David Smith
09/30/2003 Jim Whitelaw
10/31/2003 R. Michael Alvey
10/31/2003 Tim Costello
10/31/2003 Jeff Reynolds
10/31/2003 Andy Rockhold
11/30/2003 Stuart A. Davis

11/30/2003 John Lundgren
11/30/2003 Frank Schwab
11/30/2003 Kim Shipek

Greg & Marci Berger at Mingus. photo by Comstock I



