Arizona Hang Glider Association

1" Reminder !
Medingisat El
Torito. 630 pm.
mixer with the
mesding starting at
7:30 pm. sharp!
Tuesday April 13th

The Thermal Flyer isa
monthly publication of the
Arizona Hang Glider Asa.
We ae dedicaed to the
safety and improvement of
foot launched unpowered
ultralight aircraft.
Membership duesto the
AHGA are: $3500full
membership for adive pi-
lots, $25.00 full member-
ship for Beginner and In-
termediate rated pil ots.
$10.00for Associate mem-
bers. Associate members
do not have voting privi-
leges.

President : Mark Warfel
VicePrez Kris Thomsen
SedTres: Jerry Dalen
Flight Direaor/Editor:
Jerry Dalen

Web Master: Gill Couto
Insured sites

Shaw Butte: Dave Smith
602 9977856

South Mtn. : Dustin Martin
602 3690113

Oatman Mt.: Open
Mingus Mt : Tim Costello
928 6347411

Mt. Elden : Andy Rock-
hold 928 5252657

Meédings are held the sec-
ond Tuesday of eath
month as noted. 7:30 pm.

Visit us on the web at:
www.ahga.org

Please send contributions
to the Thermal Flyer to:
diverdriver@cox.net or to
AHGA P.O. Box 39013
Phoenix, AZ 85069

Send your web site antri-
butions to gcouto@cox.net

Presidents Cor ner
By Mark Warfel

Hello all current paid members. | am sitting at
my computer on Monday April 5th with a sore
nedk and shoulders from two days of flying.
Last Saturday, Kris
stopped by at around
11:00 am. Aswe were
sittingin my badyard
looking at the sky, cu-
mies darted to build
over the Butte. | looked
at my hang dider
weaher vane ontop d
the chimney. It was
showing southeast at
five gycling to ten. Hmm? Chris volunteered to
driveso | cdled Jerry Dalen and we were on
our way. Sitting on the south launch behind
Jerry we played the waiting game. The wind
came up the point splitti ng the two launches
making it impossbleto get into the ar. After
twenty minutes of this, | had had enoughand
moved to the west launch. We were soon in the
air and cranking and banking. | noticed alarge
dark cloud starting to look redly nasty, (and
beingin afacon,) | left for the landing areaat
threethousand fed. The vario never stopped

March Meding Notes
By Jerry Dalen

President Mark opened the meding at the Gur-
ley Stred Grill i n Prescott at 8:00 pm. Our
guests were Betty Pfeiffer and Bill Gargano.
Betty and Bill had worked tirelesdy all day
with the dinic organized by Greg and Marcy
Berger of Venture Sports. Mark gave abig
thanks to Betty and Bill for all their work and
also to Greg and Marcy for providing s pil ots
the chanceto attend the parachute dinic. After
everyone had placed their dinner order, we
watched a couple of videos produced by Jerry
Dalen. Look for them soon on our web site;
www.ahga.org.

Mark then went on to give everyone informa-
tion on the Mingus Campground projed. It
looks like we have been given full permisson
from the Forest Serviceto continue with the
work. For those of you who haven't been up to
Mingusin awhile thisis a breakdown of what
has been, and what needs to be acampli shed.
First of al the trees that were marked for re-
moval have dl been cut down and hauled away.
The stumps have been removed from the
ground and are ready to be transported out. We
are planning on having the bathroom install ed
as the next phase of the mnstruction at the sug-
gestion of our resident enginee Tim Costell 0.
The restroom will most likely cause abig exca-

beging. | flew to 13h Av. and Peoria before
| found sink, cored it down to twenty five
hurdred, and headed to the L Z.

Thecloser | got, the higher | got, so | headed
bad and looked at Cave Creek Park and
cored the same sink. Thistime to 2000AGL
where | flew bad and landed. On Sunday

Shawn, Jerry, and | spanked
Oatman HARD in the best
wedher | have ever seen therel
Jerry and Shawn redly skied
out. | hea everything went
smocth for the chain gang at
Sheba this weekend. Spedal
thanks to Bob Herndon, Dan
Schroeder, Brad Lindsay and
al the Hangies and Baggies that
helped. The other day, | got an e-mail from an
old friend who wants to go flying and also
borrow aglider. No problem. Mr. Newman
can fly any of my gliders sncehe used to own
the largest gli der manufacturing company in
the US at one point in history. | remember
every time he cane to the aaters or the Butte
there was always a brand new crispy glider
for meto fly. Sometimes even a prototype. |

have to get off this computer, becaise I'm
starting to get stiff from al the dr time | got
this weekend. Your Prez

vation projed, and Tim feds we should get
this messout of the way before we go to
phase two. Phase two being getting the road
and camp spursinstalled. We hope to be ale
to use some of our contads to align the work
being planned by the Forest Servicewith our
own. Kris Thomsen is working dili gently on
thisend of the projea and our thanks go out
to himin histirelessefforts. With alittl e luck
and some more fundraising, we should see
some definite progressby the end of the sea-
son. We aurrently have raised about four
thousand ddlars asa dub towards the Min-
gus fund. That coupled with the five thousand
dollar grant from the USHGA will give us
sead money to start the bathroom and roads.
We hope to aqquire an additional five thou-
sand ddlars from the USHGA this sason,
which will allow usto pay for the road work
and begin to purchase the tables, and barbe-
gue pits for eac camping spur. | would like
to remind everyone to keep the projed in
mind if you runaaoss ®meone who could be
apotential donor for equipment or just mone-
tary support.



Upcoming Events

King Mountain XC Contest

2004King Mountain Hang Glid-
ing Championships - June 23-27,
2004 King Mountain rea
Moore, Idaho. Best 3 out of 5
days of open distance XC alonga
spedfied route. Grea flying and
fun! Handicep scoring, bonus
LZ©s, Open, Reaedion, and
Tean classes, drivers award, staff
choice, award, BBQ, free canp-
ing, grea prizes and trophies!
Entry feeis $50and includes
membership to the Idaho Hang
Gliding Ass. Inc. and afull color
shirt designed by awesome re-
nowned Montana atist, Dan
Gravage! Many pre-registration
incentives! For more info contaa
LisaTate, Med organizer/
diredor at (208) 3767914 o
(208) 484-6667, 11716Fairview
Ave., Boise, Idaho 83713

li sa@soaringdreamsart.com. See
rules online & www.
soaringdreamsart.com/kingmee

" Big Mountain Flying with Big
City Convenience'.

Launch: 10,678t msl - Crest,
Sandia National Forest Desig-
nated LZ: 5,600t md - Big Sky
LZ City Park, Albuquerque, NM
This 10-day event provides
guided freeflying and a best 4 of
6 Open Distance XC Comp days
(June 21-26) with Open and Rec-
redional

classes. Come to experiencethe
mid-day with ked slapping, wire
twanging Hgh desert thermals
where 100-mile and longer flights
are common or take it easy with
fat smoooodh dassoffswhere a
few hours up to 16000ft is likely.
Aeros and Will sWing heve tenta-
tively committed to provide demo
gliders. A BBQ with New Mex-
ico©s infamous green chil e burger
will be held on Saturday the 26th.
Event includes: SSA member-
ship, guides (required to fly this
site), BBQ, T-shirt, oxygen re-

fill s, trophies, daily prizes, and
funall around will be provided
for al pilots.

Pilotswill be required to have a
H-3 with logbodk and signoffs
demonstrating Hgh mountain foot
launch experience All proceals
benefit the SSA. Entry feesare
fully refundable urtil first day of
event. Entries before 5/15/04 are
only $75for the fun-fly and an-
other $25for the XC Contest.
Number of pilotsis limited with
ealy registrants recaving launch
priority. Visit www.flysandia.org
(badk on-line soon) or contad

Hang Gliding I nstructors Stage Friendly Rivalry
By Gerlad Daleno

It began as a caual remark uttered partly in jest, but most likely rooted in pride. “1 bet my
students throw their parachutes faster than your students’. This was the gauntlet thrown
down by Shawn Jarrell, (Eagles Flight Hang Gliding), a Phoenix areahang gliding pil ot and
instructor. Shawn's comments were direded to Greg Berger (Venture Flight, LL C) a Prescott
based hang didinginstructor. Shawn was attending the parachute dinic hosted by Greg's
company and instructed by Betty Pfeiffer and Bill Gargano of High Energy Sports.

During the parachute deployment/pradice sesgon, Shawn and Greg were admiring the tal-
ents of their respedive students. Who could imagine that this one small comment by Shawn
would lead to an ever increasing challenge between the two instructors, a dhallenge that a
couple of studentswill never forget?

After heaingthe remark, Greg, in that Hawaii, hangloose, casual way he hasreplied, “Well,
maybe they will, but my students will be the ones higher than yours, so that won't be ani s
sue”. That said the gauntlet was picked up and the adivity escdated from there. Shawn was
quick to say that his gudents were the most proficient in the state, hell maybe eren West of
the Misdsdppi in foat launching technique. “Why,” he boasted, “I had a student do 44take-
offsand landings at my training Hll i n half aday.” Upon heaing this Greg adknowledged the
fea with a silent nod, and the gears began to turnin hisheal. “Hmm.” he thougtt. “1 don't
have atraining Hll li ke Shawn®©s littl e bump, but | do have ascoatetow system!” With that
he walked briskly over to one of his helpers for the day, a prospedive student of Baltic de-
scent that looked to be in exceptionally good physicd condition. A few whispered words
from Greg and the smil es on both men's f aces confirmed that indeed, something was going
down.

The next week was to be abusy one for both instructors and their students. On the foll owing
Monday evening Shawn listened to his answering machine. “Hey buddy! Greg here. Just
wanted you to know my new student Asti Ekoj did 52 scooter tows today. Kinda makes
those 44 launches a bit lame huh?’ Shawn©s facegrew flushed as hepicked up the phone
and punched in the number. “ Laaton! Shawn here,” he stammered. “ Change of plans. We're
going flying tomorrow, not next weekend. Be & my house & 4:00 am. sharp!” “Oh yeeh,
and tell your bossl don't care how close you are to perfeding that cure for toe fungus, we've
got more important thingsto dd” Asyou can imagine, Laeton was busy the next day. That
night, Greg had the pleasure of listening to Shawn on his madine. “Hey to you too dd
buddy, Shawn here.” “Though you might want to know my student not only had 55takeoffs
and landings today, but he dso flew 6 tandem trike flights with me.” “Not too shabby huh?’
And so it began. Every evening for the rest of the week both instructors would draw a deep
breah and push the play buttons on their answering machines. Each right the phone cdls
went out to the students and the ante was upped again. By the time Saturday rolled around
the totals were astounding! Shawn's gudent Laeton had acaumulated atotal of 300takeoffs
and landings from the bunry hill , and an incredible 36 hours of tandem trike flying logged.
Asti, Greg's gudent had managed to perform an equally admirable 360 scooter tows in the
same time period.

Standing on the top d Merriam Crater, both instructors glanced over at their students, fast
adeq in thetrucks. It had been a hedic week for everyone, and the students were dead tired
but willi ng to take their first altitude flights. Greg and Shawn let the students deep whil e they
assembled the gliders for them. Asthey readied the Falcons for flight, both men were extol-
ling the skill s of their respedive students, and Shawn, never one to shy away from a wager
acceted Greg's offer. A panel of four hang IV pil ots who were dso on the hill would judge
the students in three céegories. Takeoffs, flying skill s, and landing skill s. Ten points maxi-
mum for ead pil ot for eat caegory, for amax score of 30 pants. “Okay, Greg.” Shawn
chided you think your boy is 9 grea, how much are you willi ngto put on im?’ Greg
thought for amoment and leaned over and whispered to Shawn so that the other pil ots could-
n't hea. Shawn's readion was one of surprise and amusement, but it only took him a second
to answer. “It'sabet!” he dedared.

The wind was blowing straight in from the North about threeto four mph. The sky was look-
ing promising with some small cumies beginning to form overhead, but nothing ominous.
With the panel of judges assembled, both students lined up simultaneously on the launch. A
trickle of wind began coming wp the face and one of the judges sgnaled that thiswasiit.
Realy. One, two , threg go! Both pil ots exeauted perfed light wind takeoffs. Laeton was on
Asti's left and he mad e hisfirst turn to the West. Asti in turn made his to the East. As bath
pil ots completed their 180s they ended up on ahealing diredly at one another. A few tense
moments later, Laaton banked his Falcon to the left and flew away from the hill . Asti contin-
ued straight urtil he saw Laerton turningin alight thermal. He headed over and joined in
perfedly, with no interruption to Laaton. Both pil ots worked the thermal to about a 1000
over before they lost it and slowly began to head towards the LZ. With binoculars at the
ready the judges watched as bath pil ots performed flawlessaircraft approadches and no step
landings within ten fea of the makeshift spat. “Damn Greg, your boy's pretty good” “Right
badk atcha Shawn!” was the reply.

Well, | had to take off about then cuz it was looking redly goodabout that time. | managed
to cach the remnants of the thermal the boys fell out of and take it to 14grand and make it
badk to flyers camp where my ice old friendswere, so | didn't hear what the final dedsion
of the judgeswas. All | doknow for sureisthat there ae a ouple more talented hang dider
pil ots in the state who will be having some gred flightsin the days to come.



Shaw Buitte flyin. Gary Brown walks badk to the teardown area dter landing on the upper 3pad® LZ. Jerry Dalen soars above
launch with a shot looking North towards Moon Mountain. photos by jd

THE ARIZONA HANG GLIDER ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP FORM

Dues: $35.00 Full membership Active, $25.00 full membership Non-Active, $10.00 Asociate member. Non Active pil ots are
those with a H2/P2 rating and bel ow. Associate memberships have no voting privil eges and receve the monthly newsletter only.
All USHGA H3/P3 pil ots must be full members to fly sponsored sites. All pil ots flying AHGA sites must be members of the
USHGA and appropriately rated.

Members flying Shaw Butte must fill out awaiver form prior to flying and after paying dues. All pil ots flying Shaw Butte
must signin ead day before flying and must have taken the APS Powerli ne safety course; it is highly recommended that all mem-
berstake the murse. It is offered once per yea throughthe dub.

Membership starts when dues are paid and runs for 12 conseautive months. Chedks should be made out to the Arizona
Hang Glider Assciation. Membership forms can be mailed to AHGA, P.O. Box 39013Phoenix, AZ 85069

NAME: TODAY SODATE:
ADDRESS
PHONE NUMBER: E-mail address

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP THE AHGA'sBOTTOM LINE AND RECEIVE THE MONTHLY NEWSLETT ER VIA E-
MAIL? Yes No

(circle one)
USHGA NUMBER: RATING: EXPIRES:
MEMBERSHIP TYPE: Full (Active) Full (Non-Active) Beginner

(circle one)
EMERGENCY CONTACT: PHONE NUMBER:

GLIDER FLOWN:




Clasgfieds

For Sale: 177Lite Mystic VG $20000 Will sWing Eagle 180 Ten
flights. Like new condition $220000 Call Travis 4802058792

Keeg informed! Voiceyour opinion! Usethe Arizona
hang dliding news group!
E-mail addresssfor thelist:

Subscribe; az-hang-gliding-subscribe@yahoogoups.com
Unsubscribe: az-hang-gliding-unsubscribe@yahoogoups.com
Post message: az-hang-gliding@yahoogoups.com

List owner: az-hang-gliding-owner @yahoogoups.com

List owner: jhoiby@hoiby.com, James Hoiby

For Salee WW Harr ier Good condition single surface glider. $30Q00
Dave Smith 602 9977856

For Sale: Formula 144 High Energy cocoon harnesswith Quantum
chuteand old Litek vario. $600takesiit all.
Dennis Plante 602-321-9081

AHGA
P.O. Box 39013
Phoenix, AZ 85069

3 Months Expired 3Months Renew

For Sale: Custom meade glider tie-downs. Strong, durable, colorful! $20.00 for a set
of 3tiedowns. Call Randy Buell at 602 7516838

Eagles Venture Flight LL C: Providing hang diding instruction for the Valley of
the Sun and Central and Northern Arizona. Come and mee our USHGA certified
instructors Shawn Jarrell and Greg Berger. We'll be happy to acaommodate your
instructional needs wherever you livein the state. Dealers for Will s Wing, M oyes,
Airborne. Call 800 86753090r visit our web site at
www.twocrazyguysflyingandteaching.com

Shirazlanding at Merriam

Shiraz Contrador landing at Merriam Crater. Photo by jd

01/31/2004 James Ferroni 05/31/2004Hal Hayden
02/28/2004 Scott Buxton 05/31/20040ndrej Pauk
02/28/2004Coreen Clark 05/31/2004Kris Thomsen
02/28/2004Gus DuPuis 06/10/2004 Shiraz Contrador
02/28/2004Ken Foote 06/30/2004Len Clements
02/28/2004 Jeff Johnson 06/30/2004Bill Holmes
02/28/2004 Jeff Lee 06/30/2004Gene Irwin
02/28/2004Tomasz Natkanski 06/30/)2004Gary Mclntire
03/31/2004Dave Dotter 06/30/2004Rick Powell
03/31/2004 Shawn Jarrell 06/30/2004 Laura Salamone-Maiden
03/31/2004Brian McBurney 06/30/2004 Mark Warfel
04/30/2004Bob Herndon 06/30/2004 Paul Witcomb
04/30/2004Allen Housel

05/30/2004Douglas Dotter

05/30/2004Marv Manross

05/30/2004Marshall Poole

05/31/2004Randy Buell

05/31/2004Bill Comstock
05/31/2004Michad S. Dougherty

Shirazbanks his Target up at Merriam Crater.
photo by jd



