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Presidents Corner
By Mark Warfel

Hello fellow pilots! It's September, and this will
be my final Presidents Corner report. Next Tues-
day will be my last meeting as the head of the

Arizona Hang Glider Association, and it has defi-

nitely been real! | now

know how it feelsto

write a monthly col-

umn. |t seems more

like a weekly column.

Jerry Dalen hasbeenin

office from president to

editor to secretary

treasurer for ever. This

man deserves a new

glider and agold

watch! We will be

electing new officers

next meeting, so please

accept aposition if you

are nominated and elected. | did. | felt | owed
something to the sport | enjoy, and serving as the
AHGA president for two years was the least |
could do. Moving on to the flying part of this
job, the month of August has had some very in-
teresting landings to say the least. It seemsthe
latest fashion trend in hang gliding is sticking

July Meeting Notes
By Jerry Dalen

President Mark opened the meeting at 7:48 p.m.
in the TV/Conversation pit at El Torito. This set-
ting seemed to work out very well for the ap-
proximately 25 members in attendance. Mark
began by congratulating Erin and Dan Schroeder
on their recent marriage. A call for new faces
revealed the two Shawn® Shawn Jarrell and
Shawn Morris were both in attendance after a
long hiatus from the club meetings. Old Busi-
ness. The Mingus campground is progressing
slowly but surely. The perimeter road has been
rough graded and will most likely stay in this
condition until we finish up with the bathroom.
Discussion on how to further fund the project
ensued. It was learned that we have received the
final grant of $5,000.00 from the USHGA Site
Preservation Committee. This brings the total to
$10,000.00 in donations from our national or-
ganization. Thank You USHGA and al of the

members who made it happen with their dues and

contributions to the fund. The work continues. It
was suggested that another way to pay for the
picnic tables and barbeque grills for the individ-
ual campsites would be to accept donations from
individuals who then could have the option of
having their names engraved or mounted on the
tables. We are looking at any and all suggestions
for fund raising as our origina estimates for the
campground were around $30,000.00 materials
and labor total. In other news, Schroeder in-

your front teeth through your lower lip. This
trend is definitely one | will pass on! Remem-
ber folks, flying through the gradient in Ari-
zonain August requires alot of speed and
room. Something the
skydiving drop zone
at the Cottonwood
Airport does not offer
alot of! I will be
heading to the crown
jewel of our flying
sites, Mingus Moun-
tain, on Sunday this
Labor Day weekend
and will not be wor-
ried about finding a
camping spot. Even
though every other
high altitude camp
ground in the state will be full, I won't be con-
cerned because hang glider and paraglider pi-
lots who are members of the USHGA have spe-
cial privilegesin Arizonal Man! Y ou gottalove
this sport! Seeyou intheair. Your retired
president.
Mark

formed the members that the Aubrey Cliffs
cleanup project was a success. There were sev-
eral AHGA members present to help pick up
the trash at the ranch. It was noted that theim-
proved north launch at Mingus is a bit dippery.
A suggestion was made to extend and cap the
launch with concrete. Site Reports: Yarnell has
been consistently good for XC and glass offs
with Jim Whitelaw getting to over 16K at 5:00
p.m. Aubrey Cliffs have been good. Mt. Elden
had the annual 4th of July thing, with the pilots
landing on the golf course for all the specta-
tors. Shaw Butte, South Mtn., and Oatman are
all too hot. The Craters have been the Craters.
Kris Thomsen had an update on the AZ High-
ways photo shoot. It seems that ABC has got-
ten the contract for the Olympics, and that they
have pre-empted the show until the games are
over. Those interviewed are supposed to get
DVD’s of the show aso. Turkey went to Paul

Y unker for making a very low approach over
the buildings at Sedona airport. Eagle went to
Shawn Morrisfor agreat flight at Mingus.
Driver award went to Linnie Rockhold for go-
ing to the Aubrey Cliffs cleanup by herself
(Andy was sick), and then driving for pilots
afterwards. Meeting was adjourned at 9:20 p.
m.



August Meeting Notes
By Jerry Daen

Vice President Kris Thomsen opened the meeting at 7:55 p.
m. We had a bit of alate start with all of the socializing go-
ing on. No real new faces, but Pav Digel showed up on his
way to Prescott. Pav has completely healed from his para-
gliding accident at Miller Canyon last spring, and is back in
the air. New Business: Nothing except that there was a focus
on paying your dues. As a member of the AHGA you have
several flying sites to choose from that are supported and
maintained by the club. It isin your best interests to help
keep your club healthy by paying your duesin atimely man-
ner. Old Business: Merle has said he wants to start construc-
tion on the ramp at Humboldt Mountain around the end of
August. We could still use some contributions as the project
is expected to cost around $300.00.

Please contact Merle or you can send your donation to the
club. P.O. Box 39013, Phoenix, AZ 85069 The Vaultisin
the ground at Mingus, and we are moving forward with dig-
ging the footings and pouring the concrete for the outhouse.
So far we have made substantial progress thisyear. The
campground loop road is rough graded with a base coat of
gravel, the vault isin the ground, plans for the gate have
been drawn up and volunteers have come forward to build
and install it. | recently spent aweekend up on the mountain
in the campground, and | want to tell you it's avery pleasant
place. The main firering isin place and we toasted the inau-
gural marshmallows. Dan Schroeder mentioned that there is
quite a bit of erosion at the base of the main launch, and we
need to take action before it gets much worse. Perhaps a
2x12 staked down at the base and backfilled will be ade-
guate. Site reports: Mingus has been very good this season,
with altitudes up to 17k plus reported. Shiraz has volunteered

Upcoming Events

Sixteenth Annual Verde
River Days

Themorningsin Verde Valley
are becoming crisp and the cot-
tonwoods trees are starting to
turn golden. Autumn is coming,
time for the Verde River Con-
test. Mark your calendars for
Saturday, September 25, 2004.
For the unfamiliar, thisisafun
contest that involves a combina-
tion bomb drop and spot land-
ing. The contest field isthe
same as always, west of thein-
tersection of N. 10th Street and
Riverfront Road in Cottonwood.
Thisisthe accessto Dead Horse
Ranch State Park, the site of the
Verde River Days Eco-event.
The LZ isbig but semi-
restricted, barbed wire fences
surround the field. If youarea

to look into some sort of educational display for all the spectators at
the Mingus launch. If you have any ideas for the display please call
Shiraz at 732 887-9472. The Craters will be seeing some action
soon with the 2004 Demo Days scheduled for Octaber. South
Mountain has been flown by hangies and baggies alike with some
nice flights resulting. No reports from Oatman or Shaw Butte.
Moving on to our officer nominations we have Merle Louck, Scott
Buxton, and Randy Buell for president with Merle Louck, Scott
Buxton, and Shiraz Contractor for vice president. Secretary/
Treasurer nominee was Erin Schroeder. Jeannine, will possibly take
over the club newsletter job, with Pav voicing alate nomination for
Dustin as Secretary/Treasurer. Eagle nominees were: Andy Rock-
hold for aflight from Mingus Mtn. To Williams on a margina day,
Dale Webb for alow save at Mingus, Dustin for finishing in third
place at the Nationals, and Shiraz for agreat flight at Mingus. The
vote went to Andy. Turkey nominees were: Shawn Morrisfor a
poor launch and landing at Mingus, Marshall Poole for sponsoring
Shawn off Mingus and letting him walk halfway down the ramp,
also for stranding Tim Costello at the airport, and Scott Campbell
for abad launch at Mingus. Marshall garnered the most votes, but
he wasn't at the meeting to illuminate the deeds. Driver award went
to llker for flying down to the airport, hitchhiking back up, and then
driving back down to the valley to pick up atruck full of fliers. Raf-
fle prizes were donated by Jeannine and consisted of two flying
toys and some pool related throwing balls. Kris Thomsen also do-
nated a smoke bomb. $41.00 was collected for the Mingus fund and
meeting adjourned at 9:29 p.m.

Contestants and spectatorsin the LZ share the last remaining piece of shade provided by Mark
Warfel’s glider at the 2003 Verde River Days event.

H2 or new H3, check the field out first to see that it’s to your liking.
The contest is deceptively simple. Get high enough to make the 7.5-mile glide; afew grand over is enough for intermediate class
gliders. Get to the contest LZ and drop your bomb on the spot then land on the spot. We have done this event 13 times now; we
know what to expect. Thetypical conditions are blue sky and weak autumn thermals. As ageneral rule, half the contest field will
sink out prior to making the contest field. Of the ones who make the field, there is some attrition due to whacking, aviolationin
therules. Asusual, the ruleswill be vague and arbitrary, a product of our esteemed panel of judges- omnipotent.
Post contest awards ceremony will be held at Dead Horse Ranch State Park in the mesquite bosgue day use area. We have alarge
ramada reserved. Please bring adish to pass around (or not). Grilled burgers and dogs will be provided. For party planning,
RSVP to me at aireout@sedona.net. Be at the pilot meeting at 10:00 AM at Mingus Launch.

Tim



AHGA Flying Revisited
By Jerry Dalen

In March of 2000 local pilot Frank Schwab gave us a pretty good
look at the flying scene in Arizonain regards to the Phoenix area-
club. Now,

almost 4 ¥2

years later,

we revisit our

sites and take

another [ook

at the foot

launched fly-

ing populace

in the state.

Frank voiced

his opinion

that the win-

ter flying in

and around Phoenix “sucks’. | would have to disagree, especialy
if you are only considering the ability to soar. How can it suck to
be out on a mountain or in the desert in December or January, in
70 degree T-shirt weather with the sun on your back and the wind
in your face? Aswe all know, there is more to hang gliding and
paragliding than just the flying. I like to use the winter months to
try and hone my thermalling skills at Shaw Butte, Oatman Moun-
tain, and South Mountain. Granted, the conditions most times are
rather light, but they can give you the opportunity to polish those
light to no wind launches and landings a so. Fall and spring are
definitely the best timesto fly in the state, with the summer
months pretty much ending the flying in the lower elevations due
to the heat.

As| mentioned earlier, Shaw Butte and South Mountain are ideal
for aday of winter flying. Both sitesarein the Valley of the Sun,
and offer hang

gliding and

paragliding

launches. South

Mountainis

two wheel drive

access, while

Shaw Butteis

4WD and has a

locked gate.

Finding alocal

with akey

shouldn’'t be a

problem. Just

show up at the LZ around noon. Both sites have restricted landing
fields and controlled airspace restrictions, so check out your sec-
tional before you fly. There is aso an aerotow option available at
John Kemmeries operation near Lake Pleasant.

About 20 miles west of Gila Bend, Oatman Mountain has had
both launch sites and the road to the south launch greatly im-
proved over the past couple of years. The north launch istruly a
no wind affair with a nice steep concrete ramp. The road to the
south launch has been fitted with steel grating in a crucia spot to
give added traction, but 4WD is till required. The south launch
has also been raised and lengthened to make it quite easy for light
wind launches. If it's not soarable, you can always hike or ride
ATV’sor dirt bikes on the Gila River, check out the petroglyphs,
or just relax and enjoy the sunshine. Although it gets really hot at

Oatman in the late spring and sum-
mer, it has excellent Cross
Country potential, and severa 50
plus mile flights to the east and
north have been made with a
couple of hundred milers thrown in.
Yarnell is probably the most con-
sistent southwest facing sitein the
state. Located about an hour NW
of Phoenix, it has big Cross
Country potential and incredible
glass offs. The downside, (there al-
ways has to be a down- side), is

that the road to launch is 4WD, and the setup areais small and
somewhat difficult to maneuver on the side of the hill. TheLZ is
also rather small and there is virtually no good place to land if
you come up short. Lot’s of cactus!
2 hours north of Phoenix lies Mingus Mountain. Definitely the
favorite of many Arizona pilots, the cool pines at 7800 feet, the
4000 ft. vertical, anice wide concrete launch ramp, an exclu-
sive campground on top of the mountain right next to the launch
for USHGA members, and good Cross Country potential make
thisaworld class site. On almost every weekend from March till
November, Mingus has pilots from all over the world graceit’s
forested slopes. Thelocal club (AHGA) is currently in the proc-
ess of building a Forest Service approved campground with its
own outdoor restroom and individual camping spurs. There are
also plans for an enhanced paragliding launch to the north of the
existing ramp. Currently most of the paraglider pilots reverse
launch on the hill below the ramp. The new area would allow for
forward
launches also.
Mt. Eldenis
another site
for XC, and |
mean big XC!
Thisisthe site
where John
Johnson set
the state XC
distance rec-
ord of 264
miles. Lots of
hundred milers
from this site just above Flagstaff. If you go make sure the wind
is straight in from the southwest as the crosswindsin the “dlot”
can be dangerous. (The Merriam Flight Park islocated about 20
miles east of Flagstaff and is afavorite training site for hang
gliders and paragliders. With two mountains and launches possi-
blein every direction, it isinsured and maintained by the flight
park trustees.)
The newest gem in the array of sitesinsured and maintained by
the AHGA is Humboldt Mtn. Located about an hours drive
northeast of Phoenix, Humboldt has a wooden ramp that over-
looks Horsehoe Reservoir and the Mazatsal Wilderness. It isone
of the most scenic sitesin the state. Facing northeast, the siteis
most usable in the winter, and because it’s at 5000 ft. the tem-
peratureis usualy pretty nice.
In 2000, the
flying com-
munity was
generaly
dropping off,
but now I'd
have to say
we're holding
our own with
maybe a
dight in-
crease due to
the addition
of some new
hang gliding students and paraglider pilots. All of the sites can
be flown by paragliders with perhaps the exception of Humbol dt
wherethe LZ isatrue 7 to 1 glide when the reservoir is full. So,
there you have it. Eight sites to pick from as the season and con-
ditions permit. Some say it’'s not easy to fly in Arizona, but | say
where there'sawill there’saway.



Classifieds

For Sale: 177 Lite Mystic VG $200.00 Wills Wing Eagle 180 Ten
flights. Like new condition $2200.00 Call Travis 480 205-8792

Keep informed! Voice your opinion! Usethe Arizona
hang gliding news group! NEWSFLASH!!!l Thereisa
new group we can useif you want to avoid the spam
on the current list. Go to http://www.aghg.org/forum

Follow the prompts to try this new group.
E-mail addressesfor thelist:

Subscribe: az-hang-gliding-subscribe@yahoogroups.com
Unsubscribe: az-hang-gliding-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com
Post message: az-hang-gliding@yahoogroups.com

List owner: az-hang-gliding-owner @yahoogroups.com

List owner: jhoiby@hoiby.com, James Hoiby

For Sale: WW XC 155 Great condition. Excellent flying and handling.
$950 OBO Z4 harness with older style parachute. $250.00 Keith Evert
623 825-8536

For Salee WW Harrier Good condition single surface glider. $300.00
Dave Smith 602 997-7856

AHGA
P.O. Box 39013
Phoenix, AZ 85069

For Sale: Formula 144, High Energy cocoon harness with Quantum chute and old
Litek vario. $600 takesit all. SOLD!!!!
Dennis Plante 602-321-9081

For Sale: Custom made glider tie-downs. Strong, durable, colorful! $20.00 for a set
of 3tiedowns. Call Randy Buell at 602 751-6838

For Sale: WW Falcon 195 very groovy glider with about 30 hours. One H-4 pilot-
owner. Clean, yellow LE, navy and white. Priced to move, $1900. Tim Costello
928 634-7411 or e-mail at aireout@sedona.net

Brad Lindsay back in theair at MingusMountain. Photo by jd

Slade
Please renew your member ship! peaver
Jim Afinowich 09/30/2004 Otto Rolwing 07/31/2004 from Mingus
Steve Aycock 09/30/2004 Jim Whitelaw 09/30/2004 Mountain.
Mike Bower 09/30/2004 Paul Witcomb 06/30/2004 Photo by jd
Gary Brown 09/30/2004 Roger Witt 09/30/2004
Corey Burk 08/31/2004
Coreen Clark 02/28/2004
Ray Collins 08/31/2004
Douglas Dotter 05/30/2004
Russ Dryer 09/30/2004
Gus DuPuis 02/28/2004 Bill
Keith Evert 09/30/2004 Schoettker
James Ferroni 01/31/2004 on the ramp
Mark Forbes 09/30/2004 at Mingus.
Mick. Gainer 09/30/2004 Photo by jd
Bob Herndon 04/30/2004
Bill Holmes 06/30/2004
Jeff Lee 02/28/2004 Make that check out Today!
Marv Manross 05/30/2004

Tomasz Natkanski 02/28/2004
Karen Pettit 09/30/2004



