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The Thermal Flyer is a 
monthly publication of the 
Arizona Hang Glider Assn. 
We are dedicated to the 
safety and improvement of 
foot launched  unpowered  
ultralight aircraft. 
Membership dues to the 
AHGA are: $35.00 full 
membership for active pi-
lots, $25.00 full member-
ship for  Beginner and In-
termediate rated pilots. 
$10.00 for Associate mem-
bers. Associate members do 
not have voting privileges. 
President : Scott Buxton 
Vice Prez: Kris Thomsen 
Sec/Tres :  Merle Louck 
Flight Director: Jerry Dalen 
Web Master: Gill Couto 
Editor: Shiraz Contractor 
Insured sites  
Shaw Butte: Dave Smith 
602 997-7856 
South Mtn. : Dustin Martin 
602 369-0113 
Oatman Mt.: Open  
Mingus Mt : Tim Costello 
928 634-7411 
Mt. Elden : Andy Rockhold   
928 525-2657 
 
Meetings are held the sec-
ond Tuesday of each month 
as noted. 7:30 p.m. 
 
Visit us on the web at: 
www.ahga.org 
 
Please send contributions to 
the Thermal Flyer to: 
 diverdriver@cox.net or to 
AHGA P.O. Box 39013 
Phoenix, AZ 85069 
Send your web site contri-
butions to gcouto@cox.net 
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4) Site Reports: 
Mingus:  ~ 20 pilots  flew on each day of the 
fly-in ; rain skunked the rest. However people 
made the best of the bad weather by socializ-
ing at launch. Special thanks to Carlene,  Hal 
& Cathy H, Marshall and Cherie P (sp?) , the 
‘Cottonwood Crew’, Greg & Marcie B,  Ed B 
and Redbull for making this event a success. 
Humbolt:  Roads to launch & LZ are closed. 
Shaw Butte:  Merle flew his “raff le glider’ 
for the first time at the butte. 
South Mountain:  PGers  Carlos, Randy have 
been flying this site. 
Craters:  Bill Holmes’ new students have had 
their first mountain flights. 
Eagle Award Nominees:   
Andy  Rockhold for his 77 mile flight to the 
Grand Canyon, “Dustin’s Kids”  (Dave 
Mckinley, Jerry Hain, Justin Keesling, Paul 
Yunker) for their epic (eg 66 miles from 
Mingus to Valle airport ) flights during the 
XC clinic ,  and Shiraz C. for his first OTB 
flight at Mingus. Eagle went to Shiraz (good 
old-fashioned cronyism never fails – Ed) 
Turkey nominees were:  
Shiraz – For driving Allen to Humbolt and 
finding both roads closed,  Kent Pickering 
for 6 aborted launch attempts and a scary 
launch at Mingus, and Ilker (just for being a 
bagger !). Kent “won” easily.  
Driver nominees were: 
Jason , Misty , and “all drivers at the Mingus 
fly-in” .  Driver award and the  member of the 
month award  was jointly shared by all who 
made the Mingus fly-in a success.  The meet-
ing was adjourned at 9 P.M. 

President Scott Buxton opened the meeting at 
7:45 pm with ~ 16 people.   
Old Business :  
1) Mingus Fly-in: Opinion  was that the Mingus 
30-year Anniversary  Fly-in was a huge suc-
cess. We had approx 110 people at the Sat 
night dinner hosted by Redbull . 
Erin S reported that significant money was 
raised for the Mingus campground . The event  
has helped  bring more pilots (some newbies 
like Arlyne & Craig, others ex-pilots like Mark 
K, Chuck R, )  into the sport. Matt (NV pilot) 
joined the club. There was some talk about 
making this an annual event; Concerns about 
timing (conflicts with Silverton’s Labor Day 
Fly-in) and limited space (once the camp 
ground is defined) were noted. A big thank-you 
to all who pitched in and made it a success. 
2) Oatman Mt. update: Jerry Scott & Kris met 
again with BLM off icials. We need  to show the 
BLM special use permits obtained for other 
sites e.g. Tonto Nat. Forest, BLM contracts ;  
New Business: 
1) Demo Days is on Oct 1st & 2nd at the Cra-
ters. Greg Berger is organizing food, drinks and 
flying fun for everyone. Merle volunteered  to 
arrange for port-a-lets . Erin suggested we order 
~ 2 dozen Tee shirts for sale at Demo days. 
2) On a sad note, Allen H reported about 
“stuck-up” Dan Parvu’s passing on. Merle vol-
unteered to send flowers to the family on behalf 
of the AHGA.  
3) Club Off icer Elections were held: 
President: Scott Buxton was elected unop-
posed . Vice-President candidates: Ilker D  and 
Kris T. Kris won the vote  (helped by an active 
campaign  by Ilker !). 
Secretary/Treasurer : Merle Louck was elected 
unopposed.  TF Editor: Shiraz Contractor .The 
club off icers unanimously appointed Gill Couto 
as Web Master. 

Editor ’s Corner 
[By Shiraz Contractor]               

              This month’s “President’s corner” has 
been  usurped by the editor.  My apologies for 
the absurd delay  in bringing out the TF. I hope 
to mend my slothful ways. (NOW I know what 
Jeanine , Jerry, Adam et al went through every month to 
get the flyer out (and on time !).  
              Fall flying has been great  this year 
(translation: next month’s issue is running late too :-)). 
Got my first flight off South Mountain, and my 
first OTB flight at Mingus. This season has 
been marked with a resurgence of XC interest, 
(thanks to Dustin’s XC clinic) and at-least five 
new pilots getting into the sport.  I’d like to en-
courage this trend  by running  a series of arti-
cles on the newbies,  XC , digging up stories of 

sites  that haven’ t been flown lately etc...
Thanks to jd, Arlyne and Andy R for this 
month’s input. BAGGERS! I need to hear 
from you !!! Email/post your pictures / let-
ters / gripes to scontractor[at]cox.net  

   !!! Reminder !!!  
October’s  Meeting 
will be at El Tor itos 
restaurant  at Metro 
Center on Tuesday 
October 11th. Meet-
ing starts at 7:30pm 
sharp! With mixer at 
7:00pm 
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conducted by Hal H. The task was open distance, although conditions didn’ t seem great for the day. With Cathy as launch director 
& Gene Erwin as wire crew  there were hangies & baggers  hucking off both launches at regular intervals. I was paranoid about 
getting skunked, launched  early &  was rewarded with an extended sledder. Some made it over the back ; Most memorable radio 
call of the day : Len Clements: “Guys! I’m flying OTB with a bald eagle!” Rick Powers: “That ain’ t no Bald Eagle. That’s  Jeff 
Johnson.”  With friends like these….! Day 2 was the triangular task; It threatened to OD again;  I launched  a littl e later, got high 
above launch & had a chance to look  around…..This is the first time I had flown with so many other gliders at Mingus.. It was a 
memorable site with gliders cranking and banking over the Point. Kevin C’s safety tip about resetting turn direction to the lowest 
glider in case of confusion came in handy. Headed out to the airport (along with most of the others) ‘cause a cell OTB was dump-
ing rain in Prescott Valley. Kevin C & Dustin completed the course while others (like Allen H) spent the evening boating around 
over the campsite,  working the “outhouse thermal” and taunting “ the skunk-ees” at launch. Merle L won the raff le glider 
(generously donated by Ed B). Redbull ensured that we were well fed and “hydrated” that evening. Sunday was the spot-landing / 
bomb-drop contest.  Yes, I landed  on the spot...well MY spot was ~ 100yds from THE spot. Ah well !… Those of us who hung 
around Sunday evening were rewarded with raff le booty and a sumptuous dinner FEAST put together by Marshall and Cherie P.  
Thanks to all who pitched in and made this a truly memorable event.     SC 

* URXS�SKRWR�E\�/HQ�&OHPHQWV�DIWHU�WKH�
SLORWV·�PRUQLQJ�EULHILQJ��
(Don’ t see yourself in the picture? Maybe the late-night party-
ing on Friday had something to do with it :-) ) 

“ Geezer-eye” View:     [by Jerry Dalen]  
               Shiraz has asked me to give him an “old timers” per-
spective of the Mingus Anniversary Fly-in. Geesh; I guess I am 
an old timer. I still vividly recall portions of my very first 
flight at Mingus. Bill Holmes had sponsored me on a bright 
September day in 1986. The plan was to get high and go far. 
Yeah, right. After about twenty minutes of blazing Fall colors 
and flashing gliders, sensory overload, and getting up to 
12,000 feet and completely losing my bearings, I heard Bill on 
the CB radio. “Jerry, you out there?”  “Yeah Bill , I’m here and 
having the time of my li fe!” “Ok then, I’m going to head over 
the back, you copy?”  “Roger that” , and as soon as the words 
left my mouth I forgot poor Bill . He ended up landing on Fain 
Road waiting hopelessly for hours for our driver, who picked 
me and her husband up in Cottonwood. He had sunk out mis-
erably, so he proceeded to talk me into driving up to the Cra-
ters for a glass off f light. Uhh, Sorry Bill . Thankfully he man-
aged to snag a ride back to the top with another pilot. 
               That was my first flight at Mingus, and there would 
be several more over the next nineteen years, but the thrill of 
that first flight has never left my memory. There were pilots 
there also that day that are still flying the hill . Bill Comstock, 
John Olsen, Gary Brown, Steve Aycock, Bob Buxton, and of 
course Bill Holmes are all current active pilots, and it was 
great flying and swapping stories with most of them during the 
weekend. Seeing Chuck Rhodes, Jimmy Vaughn, and Bob 
Thompson all together swapping stories was priceless. These 
three guys were there when hang gliding began in our state, 
and every one of them seemed to be enjoying the experience 
immensely. 
               On another note, it seems like it was eons ago that a 
small group of AHGA members met with the Verde District 
rangers to discuss building a campground on top of the moun-
tain exclusively for hang pilots. That was in the fall of 1996. 
There have been many individuals, and a few key members 
who have played big roles in the campground development, 
but I have to hand it to all of the members of the AHGA for 
the success we’ve had in building this thing. We have pulled 
together and kept focus on the project, and it’s paid off . Every 
person I spoke to during the weekend, regardless of whether  

Newbies’s View :  
[by Shiraz Contractor]  
My first  fly-in / comp! Whoo Hoo! 
For the record, the 2005 Mingus 
Mountain 30th Anniversary celebra-
tion was held  Friday 02 through Sun-
day 04 Sept 2005. We had a big turn-
out of HG/PG pilots from all over AZ 
and visitors from CA, UT, NM, NV, 
VA, & NJ.  Thursday evening found 
Hal & Cathy Hayden setting up shop 
under the Redbull tent, registering 
early birds & hawking T-shirts.   
We had over 20 plots at the Friday 
morning pilots’ (excellent) briefing  

“ I think I’ ve done this before...!”  
-LPP\�9DXJKQ��WKH�ILUVW�+*�SLORW�WR�IO\�0LQJXV�0WQ��KDQJV�RQWR�'DQ�
0F0DQQXV�DQG�´UH� OLYHV�WKH�GUHDPµ����\HDUV�ODWHU���[ Photo: Len Clements]  

they were locals or had come from out of state had a positive 
comment on the place. A few old timers who hadn’ t been up to 
the mountain in several years couldn’ t believe what we have 
accomplished, and the Forest Service is planning on using our 
campground as a model for future co-existing permits with 
other groups. Granted, we still have a lot of work to do, but 
with the completion of the bathroom, and the successful fund-
raising weekend, we can see the light at the end of the tunnel. 
Thanks all of you, and let’s do it again soon!   jd 
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Remember your first solo mountain flight?  Dry mouth , sweaty palms,  your 
instructor droning on & on in the background about “ keeping your wings 
level” and “ angle of attack” while the voices inside your head scream “ will 
you just SHUT UP AND LET ME FLY THIS THING!!! ” .   Re-live  the moment 
by reading  Arlyne’s  “a irtime adventures” at the craters.   
FYI, “T eam BAD ” is the latest crop of  “ Holme-lings” (destined to become 
air-hogs like Justin “ I-just-wanna-go-XC” Keesling, and Paul “ puked-my-guts-out-

but-sky’ed-out” Yunker) coming soon to a thermal near you.  Be afraid… be 
very afraid!!… 
Craters repor t by Ar lyne: 
               “ It's worth mentioning that I was up at the Craters 4-of-July weekend, 
ready to solo. Bill gave his "okay" 3 different times & I kept hesitating. The 
wind shifted & there was no 4th try. I was soooooo pissed at myself! There 
was NO WAY I was going to let that happen again. 
               Next weekend, my 1st launch was off the East bench of Merriam, 2nd 
off t he top of Sheba. In both cases, before Bill could finish saying "conditions 
are g......" I yelled "CLEAR!" & charged down that hill with reckless aban-
don. Total adrenaline rush... total fear (I admit it)... total thrill ... & I loved it 
all ! Bill said I had the best launch that weekend. 
                Landing was another story. Yes, my base-bar got bent up both times, 
BUT I landed with the glider nose "up" both times too. 1st time, I landed drag-
ging on my belly. No farm animals were injured in the making of this epi-
sode... just a foot-long bruise on my leg (thank goodness for those big donut 
wheels). My 2nd landing was a bit more eventful:  

Team BAD A$$ (Beans Arlyne Derek) before 
their Mountain flights off Sheba. Photo: Bill Holmes 
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... I almost hit Slade. He had to run like hell to get out of the way. Scraped up his leg in the process when he hit the ground 
(better that getting hit by a glider, I guess). When I went to land, the sensation from the flare (as opposed to a WHACK!! : -) -Ed) 
took me by surprise and I "pulled in" for yet another belly-flop. Slade said my flare shot me back up in the air about 15 feet. I"ll 
need to finesse that littl e maneuver. My son, Jesse, brought his mountain bike along on this trip. He was hanging out in the LZ 
where the trucks were all parked so he could watch us incoming hang pilots. As I approached the LZ, I fell short of my target to 
land near the parking area. As Slade helped me unhook from the glider, I watched Jesse hop on his bike and race toward me. He 
was absolutely beaming with excitement the whole way (it was far) & greeted me with the biggest bear hug ever. He was so 
proud of his Mom! It was great having him there to share that experience with me."  [Way to go Arlyne!  Thx & welcome to the club. Ed} 
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Ever wondered how we got access to our HG sites? How did we convince skeptical officials to deal with a “ bunch of crazy HG 
pilots” ?  It takes lots of legwork, letter-writing and PATIENCE to make things happen. With apologies to “ the old-timers who’ve 
heard this before” , here  is the first in a series of articles on AZ HGing sites. The objective is to give us “ young ‘uns“  an appre-
ciation of what it takes to get a flying site, and to encourage all pilots to follow established site protocol .  In many cases we have 
given our word  to and earned the trust of  the powers that be. Let’s try and keep it this way.   
 
Andy Rockhold’s letter to AZ Dept of Fish and Wildli fe  Oct 05 1999: 
 
 Dear Ms. Tom, 
My name is Andy Rockhold. Melinda Reaume and I moved up to Flagstaff in 1989 from Phoenix. Shortly after moving here, I 
joined the local club called Northern Arizona Soaring Association (NASA) and have supported the club ever since.  I am also the 
liaison to represent NASA and its members. 
I am writing this proposal to request that you allow our organization continued access to Aubrey Cli ffs, Aubrey Valley and Chino 
Point. By reading some of our history and our proposal, you will discover our dedication to our sport, our community involve-
ment, and our commitment to a cleaner environment. 
I learned to hang glide in 1976 from Gary Waugh who did all his training at Merriam and Sheba Craters on Leupp Road. After 
842 flights and more than 5,000 cross-country miles, I have maintained an excellent safety record.  
My favorite part of hang gliding is flying cross-country, being able to fly long distances from the mountain that I launched from.  
My longest flight was from Mt Elden in Flagstaff to Manuelito, NM, 151 miles.  My wife chases on most of my cross-country 
flights. 
The second best part of the sport is flying late afternoon with my pilot friends.  After landing, we share the experience with each 
other well i nto the sunset.  I li ke the camaraderie between everyone involved in this great sport. 
My favorite places to fly are Mingus Mountain near Cottonwood, Mt. Elden in Flagstaff , and Aubrey Cli ffs near Seligman. 
 
HISTORY OF NASA 
 
The club was formed in 1973 by Scott Wilkinson, Chuck Rhodes, Norm Grim, and Steve Author. After a few years they opened a 
Hang Gliding shop at Plaza Mall where Dan Tierney watched the shop and members traded off and volunteered their time. 
Wilkinson, Rhodes, Author, and Tierney were the first pilots to fly Mt. Elden beginning in 1979. Prior to that these same hard-
core pilots began to fly Aubrey Cli ffs for the first time. These four pilots are pioneers in the field and laid the foot steps to open-
ing some of the best flying sites in the country. 
There have been several 100-mile flights from Aubrey Cli ffs.  Hans Heydrich in June 1995 flew from Aubrey Cli ffs to Fort Defi-
ance Plateau, 203 miles for a site record. 
Mt. Elden has seven flights over 200 miles including John Johnson’s state record of a 264 mile flight to near Albuquerque, NM. 
In June 1992, Stan Mish and Craig Newman signed a contract with the City of Flagstaff to open an off icial landing area at Buffalo 
Park. This would give a permanent place to land flying from Mt. Elden. 



Greg B. drives his Sport-2  off Mingus Launch 

Over the years, NASA has established quite a presence here in Flagstaff .  During 
the 1990’s, NASA has put on air shows for the residents of Flagstaff .  On the Fourth of July, hang gliders fly from Mt. Elden and 
land on the Continental Golf Course in front of hundred of local residents.  Ronnie Tierney headed up the effort in years past.  In 
1999, I organized the Fourth of July fly-in where eight pilots flew over and entertained the crow just 1 ½ hours before the fire-
works started. Our current president is Wayne McLellan. After all these years, NASA remains relatively small with around 14 
active club members. 
THE PROPOSAL 
The sport of hand gliding prides itself in being a low impact sport. Each club member drives only on existing roads.  All club 
members close gates each and every time, unless wired open. 
Most of us take more trash out than we bring in.  While I’m setting up my glider, my wife will often walk around and pick up 
trash in the area.  Driving on the dirt roads, we’ ll often stop and pick up empty bottles and cans. 
NASA has no reason to bother the horses, cattle, or interfere with ranch operations.  We’re there for one reason – to fly our hang 
gliders, have fun ,then leave. 
Around 30% of the time going to Aubrey Cli ffs, we don’ t get t fly.  Either it is too windy or the wrong wind direction. Rarely 
does any club member camp out on the Boquill as Ranch.  If we do it’s always several miles away from any water hole.  Most of 
us observe common courtesy and realize this will prevent most problems. 
Keeping Aubrey Cli ffs open will benefit the merchants of Seligman – buying fuel, food, staying in motels, and eating in their res-
taurants.  Tourists driving down Route 66 enjoy watching us fly and often stop and take pictures. 
After talking to Tim Pender several times on the telephone he became very helpful in what needs to be done to keep Aubrey Cli ffs 
open to hang gliding.  Both of us agreed that pilots would take down the streamers in our landing area along Route 66 after each 
flight. Tim didn’ t have any problem with hang gliders being at Aubrey. Mr. Pender recommended that I call and talk to Jeff Cole 
in Window Rock about access issues to the Boquill as Ranch.  After talking to Jeff f or 10-15 minutes, he gave me verbal permis-
sion to fly Aubrey Cli ffs as long as we signed in and carry a pass in our vehicles. 
All NASA is asking for is to please continue our access to Aubrey Cli ffs, Aubrey Valley and Chino Point. 
Thank you for your consideration. 
Sincerely, 
Andy Rockhold 
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On a sad note,  Dan Parvu (aka “ stuck-up Dan” ) passed away  a week before the Mingus Fly-in. Though Dan  had been 
in AZ for a while, it was just recently that he started  flying  Mingus regularly. He earned his nickname after a 
memorable 4 1/2 hour flight over Mingus in a shirt & jeans (no radio) with T-cells closing in all over.  (while Allen 
& others were scouring the  LZs  at Cottonwood & PV for him) - Dan was an accomplished HG pilot ; A regular at 
many CA sites including the Owen’s valley;  Besides HG, he had a wide range of interests including saili ng, surf-
ing, swing-dancing  & martial arts. The family was appreciative of the flowers sent by Merle on behalf of the 
AHGA & requested that we spread his ashes over Mingus.  Greg B, on a beautiful clear Mingus day flew to the 
Point, cranked the T2 over in a tight thermal & watched Dan do what he did best… GO UP….. We’ ll miss him.   

  


